188                      Woman.

wealth/ on the principle that a living dog is better than
a dead lion."* Several of the hymns show that the
old Aryans had not the highest opinion of woman's
purity and virtue.

In the Epic Poems, scenes are described quite at
variance with the prevailing custom of secluding women.
The Mahabharata has stories of Swayambaras, i.e. festi-
vals at which princesses selected their husbands from
a host of admirers, reminding one of the tournaments
of the Western world. Meetings were held to which
neighbouring princes were invited, the prize for ex-
cellence in archery being the hand of the fair princess,
who was permitted to see, and be seen by others.

* " The Vedic Religion," p. 165.